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LAS VEGAS 
NEVADA

“Entertainment Capital of the World” 

WOW – what an interesting town! The 
sights you see – amazing! There is just so 

much going on with so much to see, you just 
don’t know where to look. Las Vegas was a 
must do while we are here in the U.S. 

Las Vegas, commonly referred to as just 
“Vegas”, is the largest city in the state of 

Nevada, but not its capital, which is Carson City. Named Las Vegas by the 
Spanish, meaning “the Meadows”, the city was established in 1905, but really 
started to take off in 1931 when Nevada 
legalised casino gambling and construction 
started on the Hoover Dam. With the influx 
of workers for the dam’s construction, Las 
Vegas was able to avoid financial ruin during 
the great depression. Following WWII, 
Vegas established itself as a centre for lavish 
hotels, casino gambling and big name live 
entertainment, hence its tag of “The Entertainment Capital of the World”. 

We only spent 
3 nights 

in Vegas (I’d 
recommend an extra 
day or 2) and stayed 
at The Palazzo – 
very impressive; 
and the rooms: 
easily the best we 
have stayed in (and 
reasonably priced 
for what you get). 

There is a great pool area, a couple 
of restaurants, a spa, some shopping 
and of course, plenty of gaming. This 

hotel and casino, with over 3,000 
luxury suites opened in 2008 and 
apparently is the largest building in 
the US in terms of floor space! The 
Palazzo adjoins The Venetian and 
linking the 2 hotels is the Grand Canal 
of Shoppes offering over 60 boutique 
shops, a few restaurants, some 
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entertainment along the way and, of 
course, the canal along which visitors 
may take a ride in a gondola. Although 
this is all inside the paintings on the 
ceilings and the attention to detail in 
the scenery, might possibly lead you to 
believe yourself in Venice!

The Strip is a 7km stretch of Las 
Vegas Boulevard and you would be 

hard pressed to walk all of it. There is a 
monorail, however, that runs from end 
to end behind the casinos; the stops 
are not necessarily convenient being at 
the back of several of the casinos and it 
can take 5-10 minutes to walk from the 
stop back to The Strip. But, to get from 
one end of the Strip to the other, and to 
get a different view of the city the cost 
of about $12 for a 24 hour pass is worth 
it. You can also buy a single ride ticket 
or a 2, 3, 4, 5 or 7 day unlimited ride 
pass.

We did do a lot of walking up 
and down The Strip during 

our stay, probably the best way to see 
everything, but make sure you get up 
above street level on one of the many 
overhead walkways (there are even 
open-air escalators up and down) – 
you get a different perspective and get 
some great views.

We walked a 
2.5mile [4km] 

stretch of the Strip from 
The Palazzo down to 
Mandalay Bay (and 
back again)– allow all 
day for such a venture 
(even then, you will not 
see it all)! There was not enough time 
to wander into every shopping area 

and casino, but make sure you venture 
into a few different casinos and take a 
look around – there is so much more 
than gambling – great shopping, great 
displays; it’s another world at every 

turn! 

There are a couple of things that 
I would recommend as must 

dos: the first would be The Bellagio 
fountains (and they are free). These 
are brilliant with shows every 15 to 30 
mins from 3pm or midday (depending 
on the day) until midnight with water 
fountains dancing to music and each 
show is uniquely different – so go and 
see it more than once. Amazing!

Make the effort to go down to 
the Stratosphere (catch the 

monorail); it’s at the far end of The 
Strip. The Stratosphere Tower is the 
largest free-standing tower in the US 
and stands 1,149ft tall. For $20 (a bit 
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pricey) we took a ride 
to the observation deck 
at the top of the Tower. 
There are a couple of 
bars, a restaurant and 
obligatory souvenir 
shop. Go outside and 
take in the fabulous 
uninterrupted views 

down the length of The Strip and over 
the city and beyond to the Nevada 
desert. If you are not faint of heart, 
there are a few thrill rides you can take 
at the top of the spire 
that take you over 
the edge! 
While visiting the 
Stratosphere, take 
a wander around 
the streets nearby 
and check out some 
of the famous Las 
Vegas wedding 
chapels. 

We also took at 
look at the half 

scale Eiffel Tower at the 
Paris hotel and casino. 
The mini Eiffel Tower 
measures 541ft (165m) 
tall and stands over 
the casino. From the 
observation deck at the 
top you get a great view 
of the desert around Las 
Vegas and The Strip; it 

would be a great place to watch the 
Bellagio fountains from if you timed 
it right. Paris is linked to 
its sister property, Bally’s 
via a wonderful Parisian 
promenade lined with 
shops and cafés.

All the casinos and resorts are 
worth a look in as they are 

superbly decorated and fitted out, each 
in their own unique style. We took 
a look in Mandalay Bay, The Luxor, 
Excalibur, MGM Grand, Paris, Bally’s, 
The Cosmopolitan, The Stratosphere, 
and The Venetian and Palazzo.

New York New 
York is just 

amazing; from 
the outside it is 
spectacular. There 
is a roller-coaster 
that runs around it 
– something to do 
if you get the chance.

The Luxor is 
Egyptian themed 

and exists primarily 
under a great 
pyramid.

At The 
Cosmopolitan 

Liberace’s car was 
on display – very 
impressive.

Like I said, SO much to see and do! I 
couldn’t list it all.

If you have time, some of the other 
things to see/do are: take in the 

volcano eruption at The Mirage, circus 
acts at Circus Circus, see Madame 
Tussauds, ride the Linq High Roller 
(the world’s tallest observation Ferris 
wheel) or check out the aquarium at 
The Mirage.
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Unfortunately we didn’t get to 
see a Vegas show L, but I would 

recommend making the time to see 
one – there is so much to choose 
from: Cirque de Soleil, burlesque, live 
music, magic shows, comedy, dance 
and theatre shows – something for 
everyone. There were a few Aussie acts 
playing including Olivia Newton John, 
Human Nature and The Thunder from 
Downunder!

After a few days in Vegas, we hired 
a car and set off for Flagstaff 

(our base for the Grand Canyon and 
Monument Valley), stopping at Hoover 
Dam (a 30-mile drive from Las Vegas) 
along the way for a look. 

Hoover Dam was built in the 
1930’s and was originally known 

as Boulder Dam, but was renamed 

in 1947 to honour Herbert Hoover 
(31st US president and instrumental 
in getting the dam built). During 
construction a total of 21,000 men 
worked on the dam and the resulting 
population boom turned Las Vegas 
into a bustling city from the sleepy 
town it originally was. The dam is 726 
feet high, 1,244 feet long and contains 
enough concrete (more than 4.5 million 
cubic yards (3.4Mm3) to build a double 
lane highway from Seattle in the 
Northwest to Miami in the Southeast). 
The dam spans the Colorado River 
between Nevada and Arizona and 
its construction also resulted in the 
creation of Lake Mead (one of the 

largest man-made 
lakes in the world).

A Few Fun Facts:
* The face of Vegas started to change 
in 1989 when Steve Wynn built The 
Mirage, the first mega-casino resort. 
* Howard Hughes stayed at the Desert 
Inn for so long that he was asked to 
leave. He bought the hotel.
* Over 39 million people visit Las 
Vegas each year.
* 17 of the 20 biggest hotels in the U.S. 
are in Las Vegas
* Legal age for 
drinking and gambling 
is 21.
* Although Vegas is 
the gambling capital 
of the world, gambling is actually 
illegal 40kms from the Las Vegas Strip.
* Technically The Strip is not in Las 
Vegas, but Paradise in Clark County
* The first hotel to open in Las Vegas 
was the Hotel Nevada (now Golden 
Gate Hotel and Casino) in 1906.
* Gambling was legalised in Nevada in 
1931 (after being outlawed in 1910)
* It costs $60 for a marriage license and 
there are an average of 315 weddings a 
day in Las Vegas. 
* There are more than 1700 licensed 
gaming places & more than 197,000 
slot machines in Vegas (45,000 on The 
Strip alone, which is actually fewer 
than in 1995)
* There are more than 124,000 hotel 
rooms

The BellagioExcalibur hotel

Caesars Palace


