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Oklahoma
As we are very close to the Oklahoma state border, we 

thought we would take a road trip to see some of it. 
Oklahoma City (OKC) is only a 2.5 hour drive north of home. 

We only spent the day in OKC and really didn’t 
see that much of it. Unfortunately the weather 
wasn’t great and we decided not to stay the night 
(as originally planned) and we drove on to Tulsa 
(another newsletter). However, this is a taste of 
what we saw. 

First a little history:
The name Oklahoma derives from the Choctaw (one of the many Indian tribes 
of the Oklahoma region) words okla and humma, meaning “red people”. 
Oklahoma City is the capital of the state of Oklahoma and sits in the middle of 
an active oil field. It was settled during the “Land Run” of 1889 when 2 million 
acres of “unassigned lands” were opened for settlement.  Oklahoma became the 
48th state of the union in 1907.
Just a point of interest: There are quite a few Indian nations in 
Oklahoma and I think all of them probably operate a casino. So, 
Oklahoma is the place to go for Texans who want to gamble. Two of the 
largest Casino’s I have ever seen are within an hour of where we live.

Our first stop in OKC was the area 
know as Bricktown. This is an 

historical warehouse area, where all 
the buildings were built of red brick, 
hence the name. The area underwent 
a transformation in the 1990’s and 
has been reinvented. It is a great 
entertainment district with many 
restaurants and bars, a large number 

being located along the 
navigable canal that runs 
through the area. 
We had lunch at “Toby 
Keith’s I Love This Bar & 

Grill”! This was a great 
American sports bar/
restaurant, with plenty of 
neon signs, an old pick 
up truck, a stuffed and 

mounted head of a Texas 
longhorn and even a 
sparkly saddle hanging 
from the ceiling!

It is possible to 
walk the length of the canal 
(along one side and then back 
the other), there are a few 
bridges that cross it 

at regular intervals and it has 
been well landscaped with a 
couple of waterfalls, a tribute 
to the Chickasaw Indians and 
even a painted bison. 
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At the end of 
the canal walk 

there is a fantastic 
bronze monument commemorating the 
1889 Land Run. 

In the middle of Bricktown there 
is a baseball stadium 

(Chickasaw Bricktown 
Ballpark). The outside of 
the ballpark is artfully 
decorated and landscaped. 

There are statues 
and busts  of ‘great’ 
baseball 
players and 
a wonderful 
mosaic of 

Bricktown. 
A game was 
being played the 
day we were there, so it was good to 
witness the atmosphere, even though 
we didn’t go in (we hope to go to a 
Rangers ball game soon).
There were some interesting sights 
around the streets of Bricktown:
The American Banjo Museum,
A “Mexican Food Embassy” (Abuelo’s 
restaurant),
The Bricktown Brewery,
Some horse-drawn carriages to ride in 

and the most decorated 
car we have ever seen:

Oklahoma City does 
have a lovely, free, 

botanical gardens right in the middle 
of the city and is known 
as “Myriad Botanical 
Gardens “. This was 
really a nice surprise 
and very pleasant to 
wander through. Water 
features throughout the gardens, with 
everything seemingly built around a 

water feature. There 
is a great stage and 
amphitheatre and 
a wonderful glass 
conservatory built 
across a “lake”. 

The “Crystal Bridge 
Tropical Conservatory” 
looked amazing (we 
didn’t go in).

We couldn’t leave Oklahoma City 
without seeing the river it sits 
on. There appears to be a lot of 
recreational focus around the river, 
with the Boathouse District being the 
major hotspot for water activities. 
We didn’t venture too far though and 
what we saw of the 
river was a bit of a 
disappointment, with 
it being rather dirty 
looking.

Leaving OKC, and 
with storm clouds approaching, we 
headed for Tulsa and then Muskogee.
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