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A visit from Catherine’s Mum & Dad who went on 
an Alaskan cruise from Seattle afforded us an 

opportunity to visit the city in September. 

Travelling to the far northwest area of the country 
involved a four hour flight for us and coupled with a 2-hour 

delay and a change of plane in one direction and a another hour delay with a 
return to the departure gate after getting to the runway on the journey home, 
this was probably our most frustrating trip to date. However, it was all worth it 
and Seattle was a great place to visit.

We did see some spectacular countryside 
from the plane, including the volcanic 

chain of mountains known as The Cascade 
Volcanoes (which make up part of the Pacific 
Ring of Fire). This chain of volcanoes includes 
Mt St Helens, with the highest peak being Mt 
Rainier. These mountains are often covered in 
cloud, so we were lucky to be able to have a 
clear view of their peaks.

A bit about Seattle:

Seattle is the largest city of both the state of Washington and the Pacific 
Northwest region of America. It sits on a strip of land between the fresh 

water of Lake Washington (east) and the Pacific Ocean’s Puget Sound (west) 
about 160kms south of the US/Canada border. Seattle is known for its wet, cold 
weather; however, we were lucky enough to get 3 days of brilliant sunshine and 
record breaking warm weather whilst we were there.
Although Native Americans inhabited the area for some 4000 years before 
European settlers arrived, the city was established in 1852 and was named after 
Chief Si’ahl of the local tribes.
Seattle initially established itself as a timber town, with 
logging being its chief industry. Like most cities it has 
gone through boom and bust periods, with its major 
boom periods coming from the Klondike Gold Rush in 
Canada, shipbuilding and with Boeing having its origins 
in Seattle, aircraft manufacturing. Seattle was also the 
birthplace for Amazon.com, and Starbucks!

Mt Rainier from the plane

original Starbucks and the line out the 
door & down the street for a coffee!
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There is a lot to see in 
this interesting, rather 
picturesque city. 
We only had a couple of 
days in Seattle and stayed at 
the Westin, located within 
the shopping district. There 
is some great shopping 

to be had with Nordstrom’s flagship 
store (Nordstrom’s, a high end fashion 
store began in Seattle as a shoe store 

in 1901) and a large Macy’s 
close by as well as the other 
usual fare. The location 
was reasonably central to 
many attractions and was 
pretty close to everything 
we wanted to see, so we 
walked everywhere. Seattle, 

however, is pretty hilly and it’s a good 
walk to the waterfront and piers, 
but not unmanageable, so take good 
walking shoes if you go!
The neighbourhood of Belltown 
by the waterfront is quite trendy 
with boutique shops, cafes and 
coffee houses. It is the most densely 
populated area of Seattle and seems 
pretty cool.

Our visit:

When flying into Seattle, you will 
arrive at Seattle-Tacoma (Sea-

Tac) airport, which is about 25km from 
downtown Seattle. The best way to 
get into town from the airport is via 

the city’s light rail system. This was 
fantastic and the best we have used to 
date – it cost less than $3 each for the 
35minute trip. What a bargain! 

First stop – the iconic 
Space Needle. 

This tower was 
built for the 1962 

World’s Fair and 
stands 605ft (184m) 
tall. It was built to 
withstand winds of 
up to 200 miles/hr 
and earthquakes up 
to a magnitude of 9.1. 
A quick 41sec elevator 
ride will take you to the observation 
deck at 520ft (160m) that affords great 
views of the city and surrounds on 
a clear day (which we were lucky 
enough to have). It’s not cheap at $21, 
but a great experience).
If you don’t want to walk, for $2.25 
you can ride the monorail which runs 
between the Space Needle and The 
Westlake Center, which was 1 block 
from our hotel).

Seattle waterfront near Belltown

Macy’s 

The Westin hotel 
and monorail

View to Mt Rainier from Space Needle

View to Lake Washington from Space Needle
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Waterfront and 
Great Wheel:

Seattle is 
virtually 

surrounded by 
water, but the 
Waterfront 
area is where 
the city meets Elliott Bay (part of 
Puget Sound). It is an interesting area: 
there are many piers which are home 
to various restaurants (particularly 
seafood restaurants), shops, the 
aquarium, the cruise terminal and 
other attractions including the Great 
Wheel and the Washington State Ferry 
terminal (really wanted to catch a ferry 
across to Bainbridge Island, but didn’t 
have time in the end). 

The Seattle Great 
Wheel is a giant 

Ferris wheel with 42 
gondolas that sits at 
the end of Pier 57 on 
Seattle’s Elliot Bay 
waterfront. The wheel 
was built in 2012 and 
stands 175ft tall and 
extends 40ft beyond 
the end of the pier. We 
just had to take a ride (it cost ~ $14 
for about 4 revolutions of the wheel) 
and there are great views to be had 
extending across the 
water, over the city and 
across to Mt Rainier.

Pike Place 
Market:

Opened 
in 1907, these are wonderful 

markets that span several blocks 
and multiple levels. The area is full 
of interesting buildings that house 
hundreds of vendors encouraging you 
to buy colourful fresh fruit, vegetables, 
cheeses, pastries, amazing flowers (so 
cheap), meats and a huge amount of 
fresh seafood. There are also unique 

shops offering 
clothes, 
jewellery, 
various crafts, 
antiques, art, 
books, records, 
various 
knickknacks 

and specialist tea and coffee. The first 
Starbucks store (which opened in 
Seattle in 1971) relocated to Pike Place 
in 1977 and is still there! This is quite 
an experience, mainly for its fresh 
foods and is worth several hours of 
your time. 

Pike Place Market Seafood

Pike Place Market fruit stand

Pike Place Markets flowers ($5-$10)

Seattle Great Wheel & Ferry

Great Wheel

view back to city & Space Needle 
from Great Wheel

view to Mt Rainier, Safeco field and Ferry Terminal 
from Great Wheel


