
TULSA
Tulsa is the 2nd largest city in the state of 

Oklahoma and lies in what was originally Indian 
territory, settled between 1828 and 1836 by the 
Lochapoka Muscogee, who were driven from their 

native Alabama and called the settlement “Tulsai”. Tulsa lies 
on the Arkansas River and  transformed into a boom town 
with the discovery of oil in 1901. Many early oil companies 
selected Tulsa as their headquarters, hence the development 
of many grand high rise buildings. With a second surge of 
oil discoveries between 1915 and 1930, Tulsa was established 
as the “oil capital of the world” (this title was subsequently 
relinquished to Houston in 1982). 

Oklahoma

Tulsa was a surprisingly nice 
place to visit. It is a very large 

city (particularly for a non-capital). 
We decided to stay overnight 
in Tulsa after driving 
from Oklahoma City. Our 
accommodation for 
the night was at the 
Courtyard Marriot, 
located within the 
historic Atlas Life 
Building.
There are many beautiful 
buildings in Tulsa, with the 
prevalent style being art deco. 

One building of particular interest 
was the Tulsa Club, built in 1927. It 

is 11 stories high and 
stretches the entire block. 
Unfortunately 
it was 
abandoned 
in 1994 (there 
are hopes to 
restore it for 
commercial 
and housing 
use).
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Historic Route 66 runs 
from Chicago to 

Los Angeles and travels 
through Tulsa, so we just 
had to travel along part of 
it for a while!

One good thing about 
travelling, is trying 

different places to eat. Sometimes you 
find something quite unexpected. We 

had dinner 
Saturday 
night at a little 
Mexican diner 
called Elote 
Cafe. Elote is 
Spanish for 

‘corn on the cob’. This was a very 
low key eating establishment, but the 

service was great (possibly due to 
the fact the waitress just wanted 
to hear our Aussie accents) and 
the food was 
really good.


