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DALLAS 
24 HOURS IN DALLAS

a park, an art museum, an underground restaurant, 
the farmers markets and the arboretum

Klyde Warren Park:

We headed off to Klyde Warren 
Park – a place I had heard a lot 

of talk about and is ranked No. 6 in 
TripAdvisor’s list of things to see/do 
in Dallas.

The Park is built over the Woodall 
Rodgers Freeway and is a 

something of a green haven and in 
the middle of the ‘concrete jungle’ of 
Downtown Dallas. It is a 5-acre green 
space where kids can play in their own 
playground, you can play with your 
dog in a sectioned off area just for pets, 
you can walk, attend a yoga class, 
listen to music, dine and drink or just 
relax by the fountains. There are also 
quite a few food trucks set up along 
the roadside surrounding the park, to 
tempt you with a casual feed you can 

eat at the café tables set up around the 
park. I didn’t think this was anything 
too flash (there wasn’t too much going 
on when we were there), but I am sure 
it would be great in summer or on any 
lovely sunny day. 

Dallas Museum of Art:

Following on from the park, just 
across the road, we took a look 

at some of the exhibits at the Dallas 
Museum of Art. It is an interesting 
place and a good way to spend an 
hour or two (particularly on a wet, 
bleak afternoon), and it’s free!

An Underground Restaurant:

For dinner that night, we went to a 
great underground restaurant just 

about 100 metres from our hotel.

So, we decided would have a short break in Dallas this weekend. Even though 
it was raining and looking rather dreary, we headed off to Dallas around 

1:30pm Saturday afternoon (someone had to work the morning). Just over 
an hour later we checked into our hotel (The Fairmont – reasonably nice and 
located within the arts district of downtown Dallas).
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Dakota’s 
Steakhouse was 
a wonderful 
find. You take 
an elevator from 
street level down 
to a delightful, 
somewhat 
upmarket 
restaurant that 
is completely 
underground. 
The history of 

why this is so is very interesting – 
it has to do with the church – read 
about it here. Part of the restaurant is 
open to the elements where there is 
a lovely little garden, and waterfall 
fountain, which are lit up at night. 
This would be fabulous in summer 
when the doors are open and the roof 
is retracted. The tables are set with 
white linen tablecloths and there are 
classy, vested waiters to serve you. The 
complimentary tomato & herb bread 
served with balsamic olive oil was 
delicious and the pre-dinner cocktails 
were yummo! Dinner was divine (we 
both had the fillet steak) although I 
have not had a bad steak yet in Texas, 
this was one of the best, and the sides 
were equally great. Don’t miss this 
place if ever you are in Dallas – it’s a 
bit pricey, but really good!

Dallas Farmers Market:

The Dallas Farmers Markets were 
something we had heard a bit 

about and were told that they were 
great – so we took ourselves off to see 
them Sunday morning, walking across 
the city, figuring parking might be 
difficult. I was anticipating something 

like the produce section of the Queen 
Victoria market in Melbourne (if 
you have been there, you will know 
they are fantastic) since Dallas is a 
large city with a population of more 
than 1 million. Unfortunately, I was 
disappointed – there was only one 
shed, consisting mainly of fruit and 
vegetable vendors and granted, they 
were very good, but even Newcastle 
Farmers Markets could out do what 
Dallas offered.

Dallas Arboretum:

Our final stop was at the Dallas 
Arboretum where we spent the 

afternoon before driving home. The 
sun came out and it was a spectacular 
afternoon. With Spring having sprung, 
the Dallas blooms were stunning. 
The tulips, daffodils and hyacinths 
provided a feast for the senses – the 
scent was heavenly and the colours 
provided a visual feast. This was our 
second trip to the Dallas Arboretum 
and it is definitely worth the trip and it 
is beautiful at any time of the year.

http://www.dakotasrestaurant.com/whoweare.html
http://www.dakotasrestaurant.com/whoweare.html
http://www.dallasarboretum.org/visit/seasonal-festivals-events/dallas-blooms

