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MEMPHIS 
LITTLE ROCK, MEMPHIS & EL DORADO

Our trip to Memphis was a bit of a last minute venture. With our 20th 
wedding anniversary coming up, I wanted a special getaway. However, 

Andrew was unable to get time off until the week before, so it was too late 
to plan the New York holiday I wanted (& it 
coincided with Thanksgiving; so not the best 
time for a getaway anyway). In the end we 
decided on a road trip. We ended up driving 
through 5 states on this trip; we probably spent 
too much time in the car.

Starting in Texas, we drove east, then north 
taking some back roads through Oklahoma, then into Arkansas, where we 

stayed overnight in Little Rock, then onto Memphis in Tennessee. After 2 nights 
in Memphis we headed down through Mississippi and back across the bottom 
of Arkansas where we stayed a night in El Dorado, before heading home.

The Empress of Little Rock:

Our first night away was spent in 
Little Rock (capital of Arkansas). 

We had stayed in Little Rock on a 
previous trip, but this time we decided 
to stay at a bed and breakfast rather 
than a hotel. This is no ordinary, 
run-of-the-mill B&B. Since we were 
celebrating, we decided to splash out 
a little and stayed at The Empress 
of Little Rock. This is an amazing 
residence, reminiscent of the late 
Victorian era, having been lovingly 

restored. If you are a lover of history, 
as we are, then this is worth a visit 
as it is magnificently furnished with 
attention to detail and filled with 
antiques. The Empress is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.

Originally completed in 1888, 
the house was built by James 

Hornibrook who set out to build the 
“most expensive and ostentatious 
dwelling in the entire state”. Native 
timbers are used widely, with oak, 
cherry, walnut, mahogany, cypress, 
and yellow pine featuring in the 
ornate wainscoting and the flooring. 
The house has a great split central 
staircase under a central 8ft sq stained 
glass skylight. There is also a hidden 
“tower room”. Unfortunately the 
house, like many magnificent large, 
older buildings morphed through 
several incarnations as apartments 
and a halfway house (complete with 
elevator) before it was rescued by its The Empress of Little Rock
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current owners who brought the house 
back to its former glory and turned 
it into a bed & breakfast. The history 
of this building is interesting – if you 
care to read about it, check out: http://
theempress.com/2010/12/06/the-
complete-history-of-the-empress/. 

There are now 6 bedrooms in the 
main house on the 2nd level, each 

with its own en-suite; there are also 
3 additional suites that are located 
in the restored Carriage House. We 
stayed in the Chatelaine Anniversary 
Suite, which used to be the owners 

residence when they lived on site. It 
was superb – with a wonderfully soft 
huge 4-poster feather bed, a fireplace, a 
claw-foot bath sitting beside a stained 
glass window; a second fireplace in 
the separate morning parlour area 
and beautiful little touches like French 
dusting powder and a tipple of 
Armagnac to sip on whilst relaxing in 
the rocking chair. Interestingly there 
was a bidet with cushioned, heated 
seat in the bathroom – another first for 
us!

Breakfast (brunch) the following 
morning was amazing, with our 

white gloved, vest wearing waiter 
serving us in the formal dining room, 

where the table 
was set with 
candles, fine 
silver cutlery, 
crystal glasses 
and china tea & 
coffee cups set 
on delicate linen 
ware. The food 
was incredible 
– absolutely 
delightful (and 
all prepared and cooked on site) - 
everything was delicious! It was a 
wonderful way to celebrate. 

 
❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉

Memphis:

After leaving Little 
Rock we headed 

for Memphis (about 
2.5 hours away). Memphis sits just 
across the Mississippi River in the 
south-eastern corner of Tennessee 
(near the borders of both Arkansas and 
Mississippi) and is Tennessee’s largest 
city (the capital, Nashville, is larger if 
including its metropolitan area); it is 
also the largest city on the Mississippi 
River. Memphis was founded in 
1819 (and was named for the ancient 
Egyptian city on the Nile), the area 
had previously been occupied by the 
Spanish who had held a fort there but 

The Chatelaine Suite

Breakfast setting

Welcome to Tennessee

Mississippi River, Memphis

http://theempress.com/2010/12/06/the
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who abandoned the area some 20 years 
prior. Memphis, occupying a flood-free 
position above the Mississippi River, 
developed as a transportation centre 
and became a major cotton market as 
surrounding low-lying delta areas of 
the river were developed as cotton 
plantations.
My first impressions of Memphis 
were – it’s not a very pretty town; 
but it does still have a lot to offer and 
unfortunately we didn’t have enough 
time there with there being plenty to 
see, particularly relating to the history 
of cotton, the music industry and civil 
rights - more than 2 days is needed if 
you hope to see half of it! 

Memphis is also well known for its 
music. Many big name musicians 

found their feet on the streets of 
Memphis, including the likes of B.B. 
King, W.C. Handy, Roy Orbison, 
Johnny Cash and Elvis Presley. Beale 
Street is THE place to be in Memphis, 
particularly to enjoy the music 
Memphis is famous for – blues, jazz, 
soul and rock’n’roll. 

Beale Street is the heart of Memphis 
offering a smorgasbord of 

entertainment; music, food and history 
all within a few blocks. You will 
find the Hard Rock Café, BB King’s, 

Jerry Lee Lewis’ Café and Honky 
Tonk and other taste bud tantalising 
establishments to tempt you. 
Additionally you will find museums, 
theatres and other places of interest 
to lure you. At some point, make sure 
you make your 
way down to “Wet 
Willie’s” on Beale 
for a frozen cocktail 
– the variety is 
amazing! And they 
taste pretty good 
too!

We stayed close to Beale St at 
the historic Peabody Hotel, a 

very nice art-deco hotel with a very 
impressive foyer area. The Peabody is 
well known for the Peabody Ducks, 
which march to and from the Grand 
Lobby fountain daily at 
11 a.m. and 5 p.m. in a 
tradition dating back to 
1933. The ducks have 
their own penthouse 
suite on the roof of the 
hotel and you can go 
up and visit them there. 
The roof of the hotel is 
an interesting place to 
check out if you get the 
chance.

Not on Beale Street, but the Texas 
de Brazil, a Brazilian steakhouse, 

was a new dining experience for us. 
Once you sit down – all the sides and 
salads are served buffet style, but the 
meats are served at your table and are 
carved off huge BBQ skewers right 
onto your plate – and you can eat as 
much as you like. It was expensive, but 
something different to try!

Beale St. by night

Catherine on the roof of 
the Peabody

Wet Willie’s, Beale Street
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Other places to visit could include 
the Sun Records studio, Memphis 

Rock and Soul Museum, the Cotton 
Museum, the Orpheum Theatre, 
the National Civil Rights Museum 
(located in the former Lorraine Motel 
where Martin Luther King, Jr. was 
assassinated).

The other major attraction in 
Memphis is of course, Graceland, 

the home of Elvis Presley. This could 
be an all-day event if you wanted it 
to be; there are a few different entry 
options, enabling you to see a few 
different things besides the main 
residence (like the car museum, the 
Elvis archives and Elvis’s airplanes); 
there is still so much to see (we were 
overwhelmed and pretty tired by the 
end of it). The mansion is displayed 
exactly how it was when Elvis lived 
there; it is an eye-opener. There are also  
excellent displays of Elvis’s costumes, 
his concerts and movies, all his music 

awards, and of 
course his cars 
and planes. 
Within the 
grounds, in 
the Meditation 
Garden, 
there are the 

grave sites of Elvis, his parents, his 
grandmother and a grave marker for 
his still-born twin brother. It’s a very 
popular site!

The information provided is 
interesting, but I still felt like it 

was lacking a bit – I think it could 
have been better, more informative; 
however I still learned a bit about Elvis 
that I didn’t know beforehand. It was 
definitely worth the trip (buy ahead 
and try and get an early entry ticket as 
there is a bus that shuttles you over to 
the main Graceland residence), even if 
you are not a huge Elvis fan. For those 
who are really keen, there is also the 
Heartbreak hotel that you can stay in 
and get more of that Elvis experience.

 
❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉ ❉

El Dorado:

After our 2 nights in Memphis we 
headed south and drove into 

Mississippi just to see something 
different. We drove past plenty of 
cotton fields - they had all been 
harvested, but you could tell what 
they were as the side of the road was 
littered with raw cotton.

We then decided to head across 
the bottom of 

Arkansas and stopped 
at the town of El Dorado 
(about 100miles south of 
Little Rock). El Dorado 
strikes me as a quaint 
country town; I would 
liked to have stayed 
a little longer to look 
around. It was a shame 
we arrived late Saturday 
evening and nothing was open on 
Sunday (a typical Southern country 
town).

Graceland mansion

A small part of the record & 
costume collection

El Dorado water-tower


